




Kody (left) and Heather (middle), pictured here with Amy (right), are 
tenants at Indwell’s Parkdale Landing in East Hamilton. They'll move into 
McQuesten Lofts (in the background, and view from Parkdale Ave N, below) 
by early 2021 when construction is complete. McQuesten Lofts will prioritize 
Indigenous tenants for 10 of the 50 units.

 Book Review - Jesse 
Thistle's From the Ashes

*  FOR A SINGLE PERSON, ASSESSED ON AN INDIVIDUAL BASIS, DEPENDING ON INCOME AND SERVICES. 

 Learn more about 
Indigenous homelessness here:
homelesshub.ca/IndigenousHomelessness

A 2020 Canada Reads finalist, this is Thistle’s account 
of being Indigenous in Canada and growing up with the 
intergenerational impacts of colonialism that led to the 
dislocation of Indigenous people from the land, from one 
another and from their own identity. 

Jesse’s story begins in childhood as he recounts being 
separated from his parents and from the Métis way of life. 
He gives a stark account of how disconnection and feelings 
of shame around his identity led to years of intensive 
substance use and over a decade of being precariously housed, 
incarcerated and homeless in Toronto. Finding his way 
involved a year at Ottawa’s Harvest House, reconnecting 
and reconciling with family, learning about Indigenous 
history through university classes and research, and finally by 
returning to the Cree road allowances in Saskatchewan–home 
to his earliest memories of the land, family and culture. 

Jesse’s life experiences illustrate that Indigenous homelessness 
is not simply a lack of shelter or housing, but a profound 
disconnect from 'all my relations’, from the interconnection 
between all aspects of life. Reconnecting to the land, place, 
culture, family, kin, self, spirituality, emotions and identity 
were critical to finding his way home. 

Amy Brouwer, Program Launch Supervisor, McQuesten Lofts
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Your Questions Answered 

?????

Have more questions?  
Send us an email: info@indwell.ca

Do you need my donation?
Yes! People like you provide about 15% of Indwell ’s operating and capital
project funding. Your gifts enable Indwell to operate high quality affordable 
housing and provide professional supports to our tenants—as well as helping 
to create new housing to serve more people. Your gifts are also the base from 
which Indwell can apply for government funding, multiplying your donations 
many times over. (You can give at indwell.ca/donate or use the form below)

How do you ensure Indwell is sustainable?
Our financial strategy, planning, execution and monitoring are led by our experienced finance and executive 
team. Indwell's Director of Finance, along with its Board of Directors and its Audit Committee, provide 
governance oversight. Our financial statements are audited each year by an independent auditing firm, Deloitte 
LLP, and are publicly available on our website. Each new project must have a sustainable business plan that 
covers its direct costs and also contributes to the organization’s other costs. As we grow, we carefully monitor our 
debt and leverage ratios so that we can cover our mortgage and loan payments within our operating budget.

DIRECTED GIFTS: Donations are used only for approved programs and projects. Donations 
received in support of a specif ic program or project will be used as directed by the donor, 
with the understanding that when the need for such a program or project has been met or 
cannot be completed for any reason determined by Indwell, the remaining amount of the 
the donation will be used where most needed. A 10% contribution toward Indwell’s general 
operating support will be included in gifts received for specif ic programs and projects. 
Donors will receive a charitable tax receipt for gifts of $10 or more. 
Charitable Registration Number: 131295198 RR0001

Cut off and return to Indwell

WINTER 2020

Yes! I want to provide hope and homes for people in Southern Ontario!

O  Enclosed is my gift of $
 O I’m including a cheque    O I’m including credit card information 

O  Sign me up as a monthly donor at $  /month
 O I’m including a void cheque    O I’m including credit card information 

O  I’d like to Furnish an Apartment with a one-time gift of $2,500 
 O I’m including a cheque    O I’m including credit card information

O  VISA       O  Mastercard       or visit indwell.ca/donate
Name on card: 
#                                                               Expiry: 
Signature:                                                                     Date: 

O  Please contact me about other 
opportunities to support Indwell through 
a directed or planned gift 

O  Please contact me to tell me more about 
Indwell or ways to get involved.

Name: 
Address: 
City: 
Postal Code:  Tel: 
Email: 

Indwell
1430 Main St E
Hamilton ON  L8K 1C3
1.866.529.0454  info@indwell.ca


